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WELCOM
E

Welcome to Southern Highlands Women’s Conference 2020.
 
This year's conference is taking place under difficult circumstances, and in a much
different format. We are thankful to God for the technology that allows us to be
encouraged from God's word and to encourage one another, despite not being able
to gather in a large group as we have done for the past 5 years.
 
Our theme this year is HIDDEN PLACES : honouring God with our whole lives. We
are thankful to God for Kara Hartley and Wendy Francis who will be speaking to us
from God's Word, as they have made themselves available in the last couple of
weeks for interviews, conversations, many emails, and for their preparation and
recording of their talks. If you have any questions for the speakers arising from the
talks, please post your question on the facebook page or private message us, and
we'll pass those questions on to the speakers to answer. The Q&A will be available in
the coming week or two on the Facebook page and website.
 
If you would like to watch back through any of the sessions they will be available on
the SH Christian Conferences Facebook Page and Website.
 
We encourage you to take a look at the Reading Suggestions at the end of the
conference booklet. All books are available at our online bookstall with Reformers
Bookshop: 

reformers.com.au/shwc20
 
It is our prayer  for you today that you will be encouraged as we worship God
together as women in Christ so that we might: 

“make it our aim to please Him” - 2 Cor 5:9  
     AND

“teach these truths to others who will be able to pass them on to others.”–       
2 Tim 2:2                                     

 
  The SHWC Team



WHAT'S O
N TODAY

?

Session 1.  10am

Session 2.  11:15am

Session 3. 12:45pm

Session 4. 2pm

Talk 1 - Kara Hartley
Honouring God in Challenging Times

Talk 2 -  Kara Hartley
Honouring God in Challenging Times

Talk 3 -  Wendy Francis
The voice within you. speaking the truth in love.
 

Talk 4 -  Wendy Francis
Over exposed - it’s no longer if, it’s when. Preparing for the inevitable and
pushing back.



Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer
 of this your servant and to the prayer 

 of your servants who delight in revering your name.

NEHEMIAH 1:11 NIV

Kara is the Archdeacon for Women’s Ministry in the Sydney Diocese. She is
involved with teaching the Bible to women at events, conferences and retreats;
meeting with and supporting women in ministry as well as recruitment and training
women for ministry.
 
Kara is married to Brett and they live in the southern suburbs of Sydney. She
attends St John’s at Sutherland.

KARA H
ARTLEY



 

HONOURING GOD IN CHALLENGING TIMES 

Nehemiah 1:1-2:20
Challenging Times
 
 
Jerusalem History
 
 
1: Nehemiah moved and concerned (1:1-3)
 
 
2. Nehemiah’s Response (1:4-11)
 
 
3. Nehemiah’s Involvement (2:1-20)
 
 
Honouring God in challenging times

Talk 1



Where are we in the Bible?



Nehemiah's Travels



Nehemiah's Jerusalem



 

HONOURING GOD IN CHALLENGING TIMES 

Nehemiah 8:1-18
 
1. The people gather (8:1-4)
 
 
 
2. The word proclaimed (8:5-17)
 
 
 
3. The people respond (8:18-13:30)
 

 
 
Honouring God in challenging times

Talk 2



Imagine a great table, loaded with the best food, perfectly prepared. This is how we view the Word
of God, and it is our joy and privilege to encourage Christians to find their seats and share the
bounty of it with us. The reading plan is simply the menu, the challenge is to become Christians
who live and breathe the Word of God.
 
In spite of the abundant availability of Scripture to us, many Christians struggle to develop a habit
of reading – simply reading the Word. We have overcomplicated and under appreciated it. By
making it only a matter of private reflection and introspection, we have forgotten the element of
hospitality, and Christians have fallen out of the practices of inviting others to read with us.
 
In this plan, we will read our Bibles every day of the week, except on Sundays because you will be
going to your local church to listen to the Word of God proclaimed and sung. We have catch-up
days interspersed throughout the plan in key places, normally after reading a long book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you don't already have a daily habit of reading your Bible, of immersing yourself in His word, of
using the Bible as your Road Map, why not join us? We're reading through the New Testament
during the Winter months. Get on Board!
 

https://mossvaleanglican.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/brc-winter-2020.pdf
 

BIBLE R
EADING 

CHALLE
NGE

Below is a link to the PDF printout of the
Winter(Summer for the Northern Hemisphere)
Bible Reading Challenge. 
You can also read/listen on your device by
downloading the YouVersion app,
and then searching 'plans' for
#SamePageSummer 
It will look like this



Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure

Wendy Francis is the Qld and NT Director for the Australian Christian Lobby. She is
a recognised Australian spokesperson for the rights of women and children and an
effective campaigner against sexual exploitation in all its forms. 
 
Wendy is a Director and Board Member of Samaritans Purse Australia and Vision
Media Australia and has travelled to countries such as Vietnam, Thailand,
Bangladesh and Cambodia where she has participated in projects to rescue
women and children from sexual abuse, and provide literacy and health projects
amongst rural women. She and her husband Peter have been married for 41 years.
They have 3 married children and 10 grandchildren.

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything 

Philippians 4:8 NIV

WENDY FRA
NCIS

is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.



Talk 3

The voice within you. Speaking Truth
in love.

Examining the lives of women who have been resolute in their stand for Truth and, in
doing so, have changed the lives of those around them. We are called to do likewise.

Ignoring evil is not an option for the child of God.

 
Q.1 What personal challenges do you find as you listen to the following women’s stories?
· Josephine Butler
 
· Edith Cowan
 
· Muriel Matters
 
· Aunty Marg Tucker
 
· Rosa Parks
 
· Sophie Scholl
 
· Marie Durand
 
· Eve
 
· Joan of Arc

 
 

 
 
 



Talk 3

"God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them." Genesis 1:27
Q.2 How does the fact that we have been created in the image of God shape your sense
of purpose for life?
 
 
 
 
 
For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for peace and not evil, plans to
give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
Refer also to Ephesians 2:10 "For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."
Q.3 How does the recognition that God has plans for your life impact the way that you
work out your plans for the future?
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household
and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.” Genesis 12:2
Q.4 In what ways has God blessed you, and how can you use this to bless others?



Talk 4

Over exposed - it’s no longer if,
it’s when.

 Preparing for the inevitable and pushing back. Dealing with the prevalence of
pornography and suggestions for a godly response.

 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery. But I say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. And if your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
from you! For it is better for you that one of your members be destroyed than
your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to stumble,
cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than
for your whole body to go into hell.” Matthew 5:27-30
Q.1 What is the clear implication regarding pornography in this sermon that Jesus
gave in Galilee?
 
 
 
Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Philippians 4:8
Q.2 How do you practically pursue filling your minds, and the minds of those you
love with these things?



WENDY FRA
NCIS



Resources

 
Turn Think Tell – Wendy’s book for children 4-8 years old 
https://my-site-100075-101255.square.site/product/turn-think-tell/3?cs=true
 
Pornography as a Public Health Issue - research document
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/acl/pages/10076/attachments/original/1551759183/Por
nograph_as_a_Health_Issue_Report.pdf?1551759183ACL 
 
Parent Support facebook group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/aclobby.parents/
 
Wendy Francis  - wendy.francis@acl.org.au

WENDY FRA
NCIS



BOOK

RECOM
MENDATION

S

reformers.com.au/shwc20

The Logic of God - Ravi Zacharias
 

The Clouds Ye So Much Dread: Hard Times and the Kindness of God - Hannah K. Grieser
 

Future Men: Raising Boys to Fight Giants - Douglas Wilson
 

How to be Free From Bitterness - Jim Wilson 
 

Decluttering Your Marriage - Douglas Wilson
 

Why Children Matter - Douglas & Nancy Wilson 
 

God’s Design for Women – Sharon James
 

5 Things to Pray in a Global Crisis – Rachel Jones
 

From Here to Eternity – Ray Galea
 

Growing in Godliness: A teen girls guide to maturing in Christ – Lindsey Carlson
 

You Who? – Rachel Jankovic
 

Flourish – Lydia Brownback
 

Need to know – Gary Millar
 

A Passion for Faithfulness - J.I. Packer
 

Growing in Prayer - Stephen Shead
 

In His Image – Jen Wilkins
 

None like Him – Jen Wilkins
 

Women of the Word – Jen Wilkins
 

Eve in Exile – Rebekah Merkle
 

Talking Points - Vaughan Roberts




